BOARD OF SELECTMEN
TUESDAY – AUGUST 11, 2015

The regular meeting for the Board of Selectmen convened at 7:00 p.m. in the conference room at 110 Main Street. In attendance were Dr. Richard M. Smith, John R. Morrell, and Edward S. Harrison. Also present were Town Administrator Evan Brassard and the media.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Acceptance of Meeting Minutes:
Mr. Harrison made a motion to accept the meeting minutes for July 28, 2015 – open session. Mr. Morrell seconded and it was unanimously VOTED.
USDA Grant Application Approval:
Mr. Brassard explained the Board of Selectmen previously voted to accept both, the grant and the loan, from the USDA.  Part of this program is $35,000 for the new fire truck we just received, which help us outfit it with all the ancillary equipment we would have had to build into the bid price. 
Mr. Brassard noted tonight the Board is being asked to vote to accept the $600,000.00 loan and the $200,000.00 grant resolution from the USDA.
Mr. Harrison made a motion to approve the loan and grant resolution from the USDA as described. Mr. Morrell seconded and it was unanimously VOTED.

Dr. Smith encouraged people to go see the new fire truck, and noted it’s a nice piece of equipment.

Charter Memorandum of Agreement:
This was tabled.
Payment of Bill Related to the Town Accountant Job Search:
Mr. Harrison made a motion to take $646.00 out of the Gifts to the Town account to pay for the advertisements in searching for a Town Accountant. Mr. Morrell seconded and it was unanimously VOTED.
Zoning Board of Appeals and Building Code Appeal Board Reappointments:
Mr. Harrison made a motion to correct the reappointment staggered terms for the members of the Zoning Board of Appeals and Building Code Appeals Board as follows:
David Jarvis – 2016; Frank Carey – 2017; David Beaudoin – 2018; Ron Fussell – 2019; Teresa Sobanska-Hynkiw – 2020; Theresa Martin – associate member – 2018.

Mr. Morrell seconded and it was unanimously VOTED.

Town Accountant / Finance Director Discussion:
Mr. Brassard explained it was agreed to do the search over again after not finding viable candidates for the Finance Director position, and advertising the position just as an Accountant, with the hopes of finding someone who has the talent who can be brought up to par to advance into the role of the Finance Director as well. In the meantime, Mr. Brassard said he is willing to do the job of the Finance Director, short-term. 
Mr. Brassard stated we have gotten a much better response than we got originally, not overwhelming but better as far as what he feels will be viable candidates. The interviews will be started by the end of this week or the beginning of next week, depending on how the schedules line up.
Mr. Brassard said he ran into a question of if this position could be filled in that manner, because the current bylaw states the Board of Selectmen shall appoint a Finance Director that is in viewed of all the authority of the Town Accountant, or something relatively close to that.  If we were to deviate from that in the future, the bylaw would have to be amended.

Mr. Brassard noted he did speak with Town Counsel and was told if the Board so chooses, they can appoint an interim Finance Director separate from the accountant for a finite amount of time.  Mr. Brassard said in moving ahead, he hopes to have some candidates to present.
Mr. Morrell noted there is a benefit to hiring someone soon for the Town Accountant position, allowing time for him/her to work with Ms. Mahar prior to her leaving.

Dr. Smith clarified; the town is not looking to get rid of the Finance Director position, just to have someone take it over temporarily, until a viable candidate can be found.
In Other Business to Come Before the Board of Selectmen:
· Mr. Brassard noted on Thursday, August 13th, from 8:00 a.m. To 2:00 p.m., the Monson Water/Sewer Dept. will be closing Upper Palmer Road to through traffic at from 15 to 17 Upper Palmer Road. Local traffic will be permitted south from Stebbins Road to 18 Upper Palmer Road and north from Thompson Street to 14 Upper Palmer Road. Through traffic will need to seek alternate routes, due to trenching across both lanes of travel.
· Mr. Morrell noted the Monson Highway Department will be doing paving and milling work on Monday, August 17 from 7:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. on Brimfield Road and people should expect delays. Fenton Road will be closed to through traffic. 

              On Tuesday, August 18th from 7:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., expect delays on Brimfield Road from 7:00            

              a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Correspondence was read and completed.

At 7:15 p.m.,  Mr. Harrison made a motion to adjourn from open session to go into executive session to discuss strategy with respect to non-union personnel pursuant to M.G.L. c.30A, Sec.21(2) and collective bargaining or litigation pursuant to M.G.L. c.30A, Sec.21(3), not to return to open session.  Mr. Morrell seconded and it was unanimously VOTED.
______________________________________

Edward S. Harrison, Clerk
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